Ecole Alpha Secondary School Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting
Monday, January 15, 2024
7pm, in person, Alpha Library
MINUTES

Welcome, Introductions, Land Acknowledgement, Maria F

Present: Maria F, Gloria M, Janice C, Jessica J, Liezel L, Sheeba F, Chloe P, Johanna K, Amy
T, Sally F, Nancy N, Stacie S, Arlene E, Karen L, Ben Paré (Principal), Jugana Bikic (Acting
Vice-Principal)

Regrets: Vivien G, Donna Y

Motion to approve the agenda, Maria F

Two edits:

For 10.b. School Expansion, Maria F will present

For 10.c. Constitution and Bylaws Revision, Sally F will present

Gloria M motioned to approve the agenda with these 2 edits; seconded by Chloe P

. Approval of Minutes from December 4, 2023, Meeting, Maria F

Janice C motioned to approve the minutes of December 4, 2023; seconded by Sheeba F

. Acting Vice-Principal’s Presentation on Provincial Assessments, Jugana Bikic

Presentation on the upcoming Provincial Assessments for grades 10 and 12, happening
week of January 22, 2024.

The exams are mandatory.

The exams are for Numeracy and Literacy.

There is a parent guide for the Numeracy Assessment, and practice questions.

Exams are graded on a proficiency scale from Emerging to Extending.

For more information go to https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/, then click on “Provincial
Assessments” at the top.

A copy of Jugana’s presentation is attached to these minutes.

Advance Placements exams are also this week.

Principal’s Report, Ben Paré
Discussion of the Teacher Wish List, a list of extra-curricular requests from teachers that
enhance student learning.
Ben asks for requests by a certain date, collates them and reviews with PAC Executive.
With recommendations from Ben, the PAC Executive decides what can be funded from
the list.
The Teacher Wish List is funded from yearly PAC Gaming Account. The amount received
for this grant is based on enrollment, this year we received $23K. (in October)
The wish list ask was for $37K, and there were 21 requests.
The $23K went to support the following:

1. Math contest fees

2. Visual Arts Club materials



3. GSA Club guest speakers, workshops, books, films, and school wide events
4. Book Club novel sets
5. Theatre Club workshop, Leadership Walk & Lead supplies, SFX Club supplies
6. Outdoor Activity Lunch Club balls
7. Crochet Club supplies

8. Senior Foods and Senior Baking Book awards

9. Athletics uniforms and equipment

10. English Department workshop

11. Alpha Debate Club DSABC membership

12. Newcomer Connect Club board games and art supplies

13. Science Fair consumables and equipment

14. Physics Olympics materials and registration

15. Alpha Outdoor and Climbing Club climbing wall passes

16. Alpha Robotics Team robotics kits

17. Alpha Dance costumes

18. Alpha BIPOC Affinity Group mural

19. Access/Pre-employment Program weekly life skills program

20. Alpha Music Council trip to Whistler Music Festival

Ben was also able to supplement some of the requests with District funds and the
Affordability Grant.

Chairperson’s Report, Maria F
No report

. Vice-Chairperson’s Report, Gloria M

No report

. Treasurer’s Report, Janice C

Reviewed the December 2023 deposits, revenue, and disbursements
End of December 2023 funds available:

e $26,041 in General

e $35,736in Gaming
Money location:

e S7Kin school’s PAC account

e S$11Kin bank account

e S8077 in investments

e $35Kin Gaming account and some in investments
New Treasurer for 2024/25 year is needed as this is Janice’s last year — maybe Liesel L,
she will connect with Janice. Would be good to train this year.

Parent Representative Reports
a) Community Policing, Chloe P



If anyone has community policing concerns, please report them (crime, stolen
property, vandalism). Even if the police cannot come right away, the reports are
counted and can result in funding and improved patrols. Even if it is not an active
crime or you see something suspicious, call the non-emergency line.

Chloe also offered to talk through community policing issues with parents and
disseminate the information for you.

You can also walk into the Community Policing office anytime to talk things through.
You can also report theft under $5K online.

You are welcome to go to the Community policing meetings and PAC will send
information out to parents on next meeting dates/times/locations.

b) DPAC, Maria F
Maria reiterated the context of DPAC from previous meetings:
Ashley S is one of our two DPAC alternate reps, and the Chair of the Burnaby DPAC.
Ashley has not been to DPAC meetings OR our PAC meetings, and DPAC monthly
meeting and AGM minutes haven’t been reported at PAC meetings since May. Other
school DPAC representatives in Burnaby have also shown concern for state of DPAC.

Vivien G, our DPAC Rep, was attending the January DPAC meeting being held the
same evening.

Maria F read out Vivien G’s formal report:

There was no December DPAC meeting. However, DPAC did send an email about
October - Technology presentation. It will be available on DPAC

website, https://dpac.burnabyschools.ca

I have followed up with parents who would like more transparency and referred them
to DPAC C&B. Some parents would like more information about overcapacity, and |
have referred them to Burnaby long range facility plan.

I have emailed our Burnaby North’s Trustee, Mikelle Sasakamoose, and inquired if she
will be attending DPAC meeting this month.

10. Committee Reports
a) Fundraising
Bottle Drive is happening now; please drop off to the 3 different Return It
Depots. PAC will add this info the school bulletin.

b) School Expansion, Maria F for Vivien
Vivien was attending the January DPAC meeting being held the same evening.
Maria F reported for Vivien.

Vivien’s School Expansion/Overcapacity Update:
A quick update from Ben which Donna was copied. This is the update:



Ben mentioned that Ishver could speak to me at DPAC meeting in Jan and then
come to Feb PAC meeting.

If any parents have any inquiries about school overcapacity, please let us know so
we can address it with Ishver.

Link to Burnaby School District’s long-range plan:
https://burnabyschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Burnaby-Schools-LRFP.pdf

Portables — Ben reported that the two portables at the front of the school are
done and awaiting the City’s final inspection.

¢) Constitution and Bylaws Revisions, Sally F for Melanie W
Have met a couple times and gone through templates, made notes. They are
meeting again next week. Goal is to get proposed draft to us by April for
comments.

11. New Business
None

12. Upcoming Events/Dates of Interest:
e Tuesday, January 16, 6:30pm, Career Education Industry Training Info
Session at Burnaby Central (for grades 11-12)
e January 22-26, Provincial Assessment Week
e Wednesday, January 24, Science Fair
e Monday, January 29, first day of Semester 2/Term 3
e Thursday, February 1, 5:30pm, Alpha Open House
e Friday, February 2, Semester 1/Term 2 Report Cards
e NEXT PAC meeting: Monday, February 5, 7pm

13. Adjourn, Maria F
Chloe P motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Sally F.

Meeting ended at 8:14pm
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PURPOSE

“They provide a snapshot of student performancein key areas
and, over time, can help to monitor key outcomes of B.C.’s
education system.”

“The purpose of the assessments is to measure the extent to
which students are literate and numerate and to provide students
information about their proficiency.”

-BC Ministry of Education and Child Care



ARE THEY MANDATORY?

The B.C. Certificate of Graduation or "Dogwood Diploma" is awarded to
students who successfully complete the provincial graduationrequirements.

In addition, students must also complete three graduation assessments:
*The Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment was introduced in 2018
*The Grade 10 Literacy Assessmentwas introduced in 2019/20
*The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment will be introducedin 2021/22



QUICK FACTS - NUMERACY 10

*The Graduation Numeracy Assessmentis not tied to a specificmath course.
Rather, it evaluates a student’s numeracy skills developed over the course of

their education, K-12.
*Students will take the assessment in Grade 10.

eStudents can re-take the Graduation Numeracy Assessmentto improve their
proficiency score. Their best level achieved will be counted as their final
result.

*Results will be reported using a proficiency scale.



PROFICIENCY SCALE
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PREPARING FOR THE NUMERACY

ASSESSMENT - STUDENTS

1. Arrive at scheduled time - 20 minutes prior to the assessment.

2. Bring picture ID - such as student card.

3. During the assessment - no smart or programmable devices allowed, including watches and cell phones.
4, Calculators: bring a non-programmable calculator, to be approved by invigilator.

5. Bring a pencil and good eraser with a dark lead for written portion of the assessment: HB to B in darkness.
6. Be prepared to answer all questions, even if you do not know how, try. This includes the written portion.

7. Be prepared to stay up to one hour.

8. No food or drinks allowed.

9. You have up to 3 hours to write the assessment.

10. Scrap paper will be provided.



NUMERACY
ASSESSMENT:

PARENT GUIDE

Source:



QUICK FACTS - LITERACY 10

*The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment assesses student ability to use critical thinking and
analysisto make meaningfrom a diverse array of texts.

|t alsoassessesthe ability of studentsto communicate their ideas.

*The Grade 10 Literacy Assessmentis not based on a particular course, but on learning
across multiple subjects, from kindergarten to Grade 10.

*Part A: Analyzingand Making Meaning & Communicating Understanding of Texts
*Part B: Analyzingand Making Meaning & Communicating Personal Connections

*Results will be reported using a proficiency scale.
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QUICK FACTS - LITERACY 12

*The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment assessesstudent ability to use critical thinking and
reflective thinking and analysis to make meaning from a diverse array of texts.

|t also assessesthe ability of studentsto communicate their ideas, or those foundin the
texts.

*The Grade 12 Literacy Assessmentis not based on a particularcourse, but on learning
across multiple subjects, from kindergartento Grade 12.

*Part A: Thinking critically about the texts
*Part B: Going beyond the texts

*Results will be reported using a proficiency scale.
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PREPARING FOR THE LITERACY

ASSESSMENTS - STUDENTS

1. Arrive at scheduled time - 20 minutes prior to the assessment.

Bring picture ID - such as student card.

3. Duringthe assessment - no smart or programmable devices allowed, including watches
and cell phones.

4. Be preparedtoanswerall questions,evenif you do not know how, try. Thisincludes the
written portion.

Be prepared to stay up to one hour.
No food or drinks allowed.

You have up to 3 hours to write the assessment.
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Scrap paper will be provided. Bring a pencil or pen to write with.



ECOLE ALPHA SECONDARY

SCHEDULE: LITERACY 10

Monday, January 22, 2024
e 8:20AM - 11:40 AM: Surnames fromA - L
e 11:50 AM - 3:10 PM: Surnames from M - Z



ECOLE ALPHA SECONDARY

SCHEDULE: LITERACY 12

Tuesday, January 23, 2024
e 8:20AM - 11:40 AM: Surnames fromA - L
e 11:50 AM - 3:10 PM: Surnames from M - Z



ECOLE ALPHA SECONDARY

SCHEDULE: NUMERACY 10

Wednesday, January 24, 2024
e 820 AM - 11:40 AM: Surnames fromA - L
e 11:50 AM - 3:10 PM: Surnames from M - Z



POWER POINT
PRESENTATION




